What is Stafford County
doing?

Virginia Stormwater Management Program
(VSMP) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System Permit Program (MS4) Program: In
order to comply with the requirements of the
Clean Water Act, the County has adopted a
stormwater program to meet six minimum
control measures:

ePublic Education and Outreach - the County
has developed education and outreach
materials to educate the public about
stormwater issues

ePublic Involvement
and Participation —
the County
participates with
local groups to
increase public
involvement in
stormwater
management

elllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination —
the County has passed an illicit discharge
ordinance to prohibit non-stormwater
discharges into the storm sewer system (see
illicit discharge brochure)

eConstruction Site Runoff Control — the
County has an Erosion & Sediment Control
Program that requires contractors to control
erosion on construction sites

ePost-construction Runoff Control — the
County requires the use of stormwater
management facilities (BMPs) to control post
construction stormwater runoff in accordance
with the County’s Stormwater Ordinance

ePollution Prevention/ Good Housekeeping -
County personnel are trained to conduct
County activities in a way to prevent
stormwater pollution

Stormwater Pollution Hotline:
(540) 658-4559 or shubble@co.stafford.va.us

Complaints Concerning Water Quality and
Pollution

[llegal Dumping to Storm Drains (lllicit
Discharge Enforcement)

NPDES Phase Il Municipal Stormwater Permit

Adopt-A-Stream and Storm Drain Stenciling
Programs

General Stormwater Questions

Erosion Control and Stormwater Inspections and
Enforcement (During Construction)

Environmental Division
Department of Public Works
(540) 658-8650

Drainage Complaints (After Construction)

Environmental Division
Department of Public Works
(540) 658-8830

Stafford County, Virginia

Stormwaterand

Environmental Programs:

Stafford County has established programs to
comply with environmental regulations and
protect the interest of the community. Please
review the information below to learn more
about what the County is doing to address
stormwater quantity and quality issues.

EVV What does Stafford County’s
Program look like?

Stafford County’s Stormwater

Management Ordinance (County
Code Section 21.5) was updated in 2003 to
comply with the Virginia Stormwater
Management Regulations which establish
requirements to:

protect the safety and welfare of Stafford
County residents and businesses

reduce flood damage to property

minimize the impacts of increased
stormwater runoff from new land
development

prevent, to the greatest extent feasible, an
increase in non-point source pollution

maintain the integrity of stream channels for
their biological functions and drainage

minimize the impact of development upon
stream erosion

preserve and protect water supply facilities
from increased flood discharges, stream
erosion and non-point source pollution

All land development projects must comply with
the requirements of this ordinance.
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Stormwaterivianagement

Stafford County, Virginia

What is Stormwater
Management?

Stormwater Management is the development
and implementation of Best Management
Practices (BMPs) to control stormwater runoff.
These practices are incorporated into the design
of a development to
mitigate any impacts
the development may
have on the aquatic
environment.
Stormwater

Management practices BTl
address two major
WHEN IT RAINS

)/ \~ -‘A'#’

issues, the quantity or
volume of stormwater
and the quality of the

stormwater.

*Image courtesy of Lee County, Georgia

Stormwater Quantity: Vegetated or pervious
surfaces, such as fields, meadows and
woodlands, absorb and infiltrate rainfall and
generate little runoff. As land develops, these
areas are typically covered with impervious
surfaces, such as pavement and rooftops.
Increases in impervious surfaces result in more
runoff every time it rains. The quantity of
runoff from these areas can overwhelm natural
channels and streams.

Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs)
are designed to offset these increases in runoff.

Stormwater Quality - The pervious and impervious
surfaces in the urbanized landscape collect
pollutants such as automobile oil, brake pad dust,
sediment from construction sites, bacteria from
animal waste, excess lawn care fertilizers and
pesticides, as well as atmospheric deposition of
phosphorous, nitrogen and other airborne
pollutants. Rainfall washes these surfaces so that
the initial flush of runoff can carry high
concentrations of these pollutants to nearby
drinking water supplies, waterways, beaches and
properties. Pollution washed from the land
surface by rainfall is called non-point source
pollution.

Stormwater Management practices provide water
quality treatment to help prevent additional
pollution from entering streams and rivers.
Stafford County is located in the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed, where protecting water quality is very
important.
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* Image courtesy of http://www.nccwep.org

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Program: The
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act requires the
County to include water quality protection
measures in its ordinances. The County adopted a
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Overlay
District that specifies Critical Resource Protection
Areas (CRPAs). The County limits development in
these areas.

Environment Low Impact Development

” (LID): LID is an innovative
LID‘ stormwater management

approach (see Stafford
Devdow’? ’?:T_I:fz County’s LID brochure). In
2003, Stafford updated its
Stormwater Management Ordinance to include
LID as an option for complying with the County’s
water quality, stream channel erosion, and
flooding criteria. In 2004, the County went a step
further and required the use of LID on new
development projects to the "maximum extent
practicable". An example can be viewed in the
County Administration Center parking lot.

Drainage Problems and Maintenance of Drainage
Ways: Stafford County does not have a formal
program for the maintenance of drainage systems
that are not part of the VDOT road and street
drainage system, therefore the responsibility for
the maintenance of these systems lies with the
underlying property owner or property owner’s
association. The Department of Public Works may
be able to provide technical assistance to citizens
with drainage complaints.

Erosion and Sediment (E&S) Control: Stafford
County requires that development projects that
disturb more than 2,500 square feet of land must
comply with the County’s E&SC Control Ordinance
(Chapter 11.5 — County Code). The County’s
requirements are in accordance with the
requirements of the Virginia Erosion and
Sediment Control Regulations and Handbook. For
more information see the County’s brochure on
E&S Control.
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